TREE  AND  ANIMAL  WORSHIP
sacrificed to the well pleased spirits; there, and by other means, close relations between god and man and plant were set up. How intimate these became is shown in the large body of customs based on belief in vital connection between man and vegetation, and in the widespread reluctance to cut down the living tree, or, when the necessity arises so to do, the apologies and petitions addressed to tree as well as to animal. The Irish hesitate to fell the white thorn, because the crown of thorns which tortured Jesus was said to have been made from it. The West Indian negro will on no account cut down a ceiba, or silk cotton tree, lest the " duppy " or spirit avenge the act. The Ojibways would not cut down living trees, because of the pain caused them, and if a tree should emit from its trunk or branches a sound during a calm state of the atmosphere, or should any one fancy such sounds, the tree would be at once reported, and soon came to be regarded as the residence of some local god.45 An old writer records that "when an oake is being felled it gives a kind of shriekes or groanes that may be heard a mile off, as if it were the genius of the
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